[Incident reports with surgical staplers].
The study was initiated to evaluate the risks of surgical staplers. In the years 2002-2007, a total of 165 reports of incidents or corrective actions from 3 manufacturers were registered and retrospectively analyzed with respect to the prevalent product default appearance, the results of the manufacturer's investigations and the severity of the consequences for patient. Severe patient consequences occurred in only 35.2%. In the majority of the cases no patient injury resulted from the reported malfunction and the investigations revealed no product error (52.7%). The surgical staplers are predominantly safe for application in thoracic and abdominal surgery. The incident reports are important for risk assessment and improvement of the surgical staplers.